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1... Fernando VALERA, acting prime minister of the Spenish Republican Gorernnens.-> 
in-Exile, visited Paul-Henri. SPAAK, former prime minister of Belgium, in late 
November or early December 1949, to propose that SPAAK, in his capacity as 


President of the Counci}. of Burope, act as medietor in the seareh for a 
solution of the Spanish problem. The aim wuld te to Jemceratize Spain se 


that she could participate as an active member of the Vestern blode 


2. VALERA's arguuents ware that the experience of resent rears and PRAKCO's oun 
naire have cumonstrated that the FRANCO regime is uuwle bo denceretiae 
itself; that acceptance of FRANCO as a “colleague” by we cenocratic world 
will te very difficult; that for the gocd of Spain, of Europe, and cf the 
Western democracies, it is necessery to replace the FRANCO regime without 
violeres. The problem consists, then, of finding the Yormia through whict 
the necessary pressure can be exerted to force FFANCO out, substituting for 
him a transitional government to conduct free elections, 


%. Communism will present no denger, VALERA said, unless Spaniards coms to be ieve 
definitively that the only way to get rid of FRANSG is through Communism. if 
the democracies assume the role of liberator, Comaunis:: representation in free 
elections will be negligible. The mission cf the Republican Institutions, end 
hence the reason for their continued existence, is to insure that Spain be per~ 
mitted te express her will democretically. 


4, The difficulty, said VALERA, lies in finding a mediate: who inspires conficcnee 
in all the peninsular democrats ard also in the \estern democracies, espec:ally 
the United States and Creat Britein. The rele of this personality vould bx te 
negotiate among all the oppositdor groups the establishment of a prevision: 
goverrment, guaranteeing a non-violent transitery situation. SPAAK, as @ 
significant European figure, with a definitively western character, could 
logicclly intervene in this matter, VALERA assured SPAAK that the latter’: 
intervention would be received with unanimovs enthusiesm, not only cy the 
democrats in exile, but also by the majority and the beset among those who, 
having helper FRANCO to power, now are anxious te get rid of him = not except- 
ing the “rmy, VALERA added, SPAAK, endowed with the confidence of Spanish 
elenents and supported by all the European cenoeratic organizations, covld 
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negotiate effectively with the US to find the means to replace FRAKCO 
by a regime which would permit the integration of Spain into the inter~- 
national sphere, 


SPAAK indicated that he considered VALLRA's suggestion responsive to 
European necessity, In turn he suggested en initial nian, as follows: 


a. The Hepubl ican Governnent in Txile would make a rm wolic statement alor,: 
the lines of VALERA's exposition to SPAAK. 


db. Simultane ously, a numerous and select group of Iucopean democrets 
vould issue a manifeste, adopting the idea of the republican deelaratics 
This group of personalities would be selected by SFAAK, who would uncer 
vake te collect the signatures of the individual personalities. 


ce. SPAAK then would take up the problem directly with the US Government, 


seeking the most practical means to force FRANCO to abandon power to a 
government for whose formation SPAAK would consen: to be mediator, The 
US, added SPAAK, is in a pesition to exercice this pressure without. the 
least violence; FRANCO would not vesist for a mement a resolute 
suggestion which came fron vashington. 


d. Negotiation muss be started immediately, added SPink, ab the meeting 
A the Ui ieee in Karch, the USSR vill probably use the Spanish 
situation as a pawn egainst the westerr denocracies, It is advisstle 
to forestall that move. 


VALERA, immediately after his conference with SPiAK, wrote to Alvare de 
ALRORNOZ, Republican (rime sinister, who ie in Hoxice, relaying SPiak's 
sugestions »  ALBORNOZ opposed interventicn by the Republican Goverrunent. 
as such, bet left the door open to some other procedwre for continuing the 
negotlations . 


About: mid-December, VALERA discussed the matter with Jose Antomlo de ACUDIIE, 
President of the Basque Government in exile, who gave bis blessing to 
col..eboration with SPAAK, although he considered that. a manifesto along the 
lines set out in 5 b ahove would be dismissed as just another petition or. 
behalf of the Republican Covernment in exile, As the instrument for 
colhcborats os AGUIRRE suggested the Consejo Federal ‘spefiel, a group <f 
Liberal Spaniards which has honorary membership in tho Counedi of Eurore 
headed by SPAAK. The Consejo Federal is widely representative, including 
amon; others Salvador de MADARTAGA, Liberal Monarchis:, Rodolfo LLCPIS, 
Socielist, and Republican, Basque and Catalan resresentatives., VALERA 
agreed with AGUIRRE, and anticipated that ALBONNOZ would have no objectics, 
to collaboration between the Consejo Federel and SPAAK. There would ther 
renain the task of persuading the other political forces, especially the 
Socizlists and the Monarchists, to accept the idea. 
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